
WORSHIP - SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT - 14 FEBRUARY 2021 
 
Today we have no physical services in our churches, but we still meet on Zoom at 11.30 - the link is on the website. This 
is the Order of Service that is based on the Zoom service. 
 
Hymn - Christ, whose glory fills the skies - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xr7IYNgy0mE 
 
Grace, mercy and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you. And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins, in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments, 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
 
The Collect 
 

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with him  
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament reading - 2 Corinthians 4.3-6 - is printed on the blue noticesheet 
 
Hymn - O God, beyond all praising - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YZ0x4P97kc 
 
Gospel - Mark 9.2-9 - is printed on the blue noticesheet 
 

Address - Melonie’s sermon (and one from Clive) are on the website 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Anthem – A Song of the Light, Simon Lole - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exZirheCAKk 
Phos Hilaron (from ‘Celebrating Common Prayer’) 
 

Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 
mirror of God’s eternal face. 
Transparent flame of love’s free duty, 
you bring salvation to our race. 
 

Now as we see the lights of evening, 
we raise our voice in hymns of praise. 
Worthy are you of endless blessing, 
sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Lord, we pray on the Sunday next before Lent. We look to the next few weeks, and we thank you for the 
glimpses of your glory. We pray too on St Valentine’s day – a day to celebrate love. Thank you for glory, love, 
so much in which we rejoice. May we as Christians listen more attentively and with greater urgency than ever 
before to the words of Jesus; give us more awareness of your presence with us, both in our worship and in 
our daily lives and give us the courage to live out your truth with joy, to share your glory and your love.  
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 

Lord of light, transfigure us, increase our vision and reveal your glory. We pray for the world-wide Christian 
Church in all its wonderful diversity, bringing the elements of different cultures into their worship and in the 
service of our Lord Jesus Christ. Especially we pray for those churches who meet together in difficult and 
often dangerous circumstances. Let them know and feel your all abiding presence to both uphold their 
courage and strengthen their faith. Transform our darkest places with your light.  
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 

Lord of light, transfigure us, and help us bring light into this dark world. We give thanks for the vaccination 
programme, we give thanks that numbers of infections seem to be decreasing. And yet, we know that pain 
and suffering, disease and death, are a reality for so many – in our country and across the world. We pray for 
those who continue to give so much, to work so hard, to face so much suffering – Lord, they need your 
transfiguring power. We pray for those who cope with their illness, and the illness of those they love. For 
those who cannot hold hands, share a hug, kiss their beloved. We name before you people for whom we are 
especially concerned. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 

Lord of light; transfigure our towns, our cities, our country. We pray for areas of danger, for places of 
corruption, for poor housing and for the homeless. Help us to be more like you in our dealings with the 
marginalised of our society, Lord, and transform, through us, our places of poverty; change our attitudes for 



the better towards each other. We pray for our government and all in authority. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 

Lord of light; transfigure our homes, that they may be radiant with your presence. Thank you for the love 
that we share, the people with whom we share – or have shared – our lives. When Valentine’s Day is hard, 
strength and heal us – grief is the price we pay for love. May our home be places of peace and kindliness, of 
holiness and hospitality, of grace and goodness; that you may be known to be among us.  
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 

We give thanks for all who have passed beyond death and been transformed in your glorious kingdom: for 
the saints, for loved ones departed; that we like them may come to the fullness of your presence. In a 
moment of silence we lift those known personally to us. Father, we thank you for the glimpses of glory you 
give us in this life, for your friendship and your promise to be with us always. 
 

We bring our prayers together as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name: thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn - Bright the vision that delighted - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hPDn3-VcMU 
 
The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Final music - Elizabethan Serenade, Ronald Binge - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4XgbIhlOvk 
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